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We are at the conclusion of this series on Our Home.  Our Mission.  Our 
Needs.  Our Finances.  Our Plan.  Like the aerial view from Google maps, I’ve laid 
out for you the big picture of our parish.  As you might remember, from this 
perspective, our properties uniquely forms a cross.  It is fitting that our parish is 
blessed with the name, Triumph of the Holy Cross, which is the banner of our 
community. We triumph in the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! That is because it is 
through the Cross that Jesus destroyed sin and death and restored our life.  Jesus 
triumphed and always does!  On our earthly pilgrimage to our heavenly home, we too 
are called to carry our cross.  Jesus unites himself with each of us, so that we are 
never alone.  In fact, we share in His victory.  We cannot lose sight of this reality at 
the heart of our call to discipleship.  As with other parishes in our diocese and across 
the nation, we continue to face challenges which afford us meaningful possibilities.  
I believe that it is through these “crosses”, not in spite of them, that we will grow and 
be the people and community that Jesus is calling us to be.  

 
In Our Home, the first article of this series, I listed all of the different 

buildings of our parish.  The week after in Our Mission, I shared my vision for our 
parish, rooted in the mission given to us by Jesus Himself: make disciples, baptize 
and teach (see Matthew 28:19).  Envisioning together, our focus is to actively 
cooperate with the Holy Spirit in creating a vibrant parish; one where people will 
want to invite others to join them.  It can be a place where you experience the joy of 
the Lord because you encounter His unconditional and infinite love!  We are to be a 
community of committed disciples of Jesus, called to get to heaven, and take as many 
people with us as we possibly can.  In the previous two articles, Our Needs laid out 
all the repairs and projects that are in process or need to be addressed…some sooner 
than later.  Last week’s article on Our Finances, provided an accurate picture of 
where we are financially as a parish, given the extensive need for capital 
improvements.  Difficult though it may be, Our Plan must be based on these realities, 
rooted in faith and needing everyone’s personal commitment.   

 
Our Plan, includes several components and requires all of us working 

together:  
 
1)  Pray and Participate  
 I ask you to prayerfully and honestly ask God what He is asking of you 

and how you can be a part of the plan.      
2)  Attend Town Hall Meetings  
 Attend one of the Town Hall meetings on Sunday, February 19 at 

12:30PM at Saint Elizabeth of Hungary in the Church or Monday, 
February 20 at 7:00 p.m. at Saint Thomas à Becket Church.  After 
presenting all of this information about our parish, I want to hear from 
you. You will be able to submit written questions or concerns that we 
will address during the meeting, or if necessary, at a later time.   

3)  Take the Disciple Maker Index Survey (DMI) 
 Complete the Disciple Maker Index (DMI) survey which will be made 

available on February 22nd. More details about this follow in point #5 of 
this article.  It is important that each of us recognizes the personal gifts 
and abilities that God has bestowed on us. By better knowing who we are 
and identifying areas of strength, we will find deeper satisfaction and be 
equipped for continuing to rebuild the Church.     

4)  Continue our work with Communio 
 Communio, is a non-profit organization that partners with churches to 

help with evangelization and discipleship by focusing on relationships and 
strengthening marriages.  Through digital media, Communio continues to 
assist us in outreach to the larger community in hosting events that build 
friendships and connections within our parish. 
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5)  Begin working with Catholic Leadership Institute  
 Over the past months, we have shared several articles in the bulletin about our upcoming work with Catholic 

Leadership Institute (CLI), a non-profit Catholic apostolate specializing in leadership training and 
evangelization development.  I’m excited about this opportunity to work with CLI, especially at this particular 
moment for our parish.  CLI’s expertise with parishes is to provide the tools and resources needed to create a 
pastoral plan focused on evangelization, hospitality and mission. Both Communio and CLI have been funded 
through generous grants.   
 

 Moving our parish forward begins with you!  Beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 22, there will be a 
survey that we are asking everyone to complete.  The survey can be accessed through an online link from February 22 to 
March 31.  It will ask you to reflect on your own spiritual growth and enable you to provide feedback on our parish’s 
efforts to help you grow.  All responses will be confidential and the parish will only receive information about the 
community as a whole.   
 
 This information will be invaluable to us and our various ministries as we plan for the future and strive to be the 
best disciples we can be!  We will receive a report of the survey results from CLI this spring/summer at which time we 
will share what we have learned with the entire parish.  From there, and with the guidance from CLI leaders, we will 
develop a concrete pastoral plan involving goals and action items aimed at: 
 
  ▪ Growing in discipleship with the confidence to lead others back to the Church 
   ▪ Strengthening and focusing on our parish ministries  

  ▪ Identifying and using our unique gifts to build up the Body of Christ 
  ▪ Creating a vibrant parish rooted in Jesus Christ!  
 
 Jesus the Good Shepherd does not want us to wander or stray, but to hear His voice and follow in His steps. Now 
is our time to more firmly embrace the responsibilities that stem from our Baptism to make disciples— beginning with 
ourselves. The Holy Spirit can only do this if we are open and willing to follow His guidance and inspiration.   

 
 I firmly believe that we can do this! This is an exciting time in the life of the Church and we are all blessed to be 
a part of it.  I pray that you will recognize these tremendous possibilities, and by both prayer and action, participate in 
God’s work.   
 
       We can build a strong Church! In Saint Teresa of Kolkata’s words, Let us “together do something beautiful for God.”  

 

 
Believe it or not, Lent is just around the corner!  And that means fish fry season is just 12 days away!  Several 

months back when we had to submit our information to the Pittsburgh Catholic regarding our fish fry locations, we 
anticipated that Holy Spirit was going to be up and running. The information was submitted to the Pittsburgh Catholic 
with that expectation.  

 
If you have been following the regular updates in our bulletin regarding the replacement of the pump at Holy 

Spirit, you know that the project is not yet completed. The recent flooding after Christmas only further complicated the 
situation. As everything stands today, the contractor is in the process of installing the pump.  Once this is complete, then 
the work can begin on installing the new boiler. The restoration company hired to clean up after the flooding will do so 
once the boiler is operating and water is restored. In light of all of these circumstances, we will not be able to have the fish 
fry at Holy Spirit this year.  

  
This pump replacement has gone on longer than any of us have expected.  Our staff is doing everything in their 

power to continue moving this process forward, but there have been circumstances beyond their control.  I’m sure that 
many of you, like me, are confounded and disappointed.  I appreciate your patience and hope that you know I recognize 
and share your frustration.  But let us not end with this sentiment. I pray that we join together and make the most of the 
circumstances given to us.  We have some wonderful spiritual opportunities coming up this Lent and there are many ways 
to be actively become involved in the coming months:  

 
                                        ▪ Mardi Gras, February 18 – Saint Elizabeth Gymnasium  
                                        ▪ Fish Fry, beginning February 24 – Saint Thomas Annex  
  ▪ Spring Fest, May 17 – 20 (first planning meeting, February 27, 6:30 p.m. – Saint Elizabeth Cafeteria).  
 

  For more information as to how you may participate in the fish fry or other events, email or call 
Carolyn Bourgeois at bourgie@verizon.net or 412-726-7089.    

In Jesus’ Love, Fr. Zywan 
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